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religion and new mores. Men who were afraid of powerful
enemies have taken to living in trees, lake dwellings, caves, and
joint houses. Mediaeval serfdom was due to the need of force
to keep the peasant on his holding, when the holding was really
a burden to him in view of the dues which he must pay. He
would have run away if he had not been kept by force. In the
later Middle Ages the villain had a valuable right and property
in his holding. Then he wanted security of tenure so that he
could not be driven away from it. In the early period it was
the duty of the lord to kill the game and protect the peasant's
crops. In the later period it became the monopoly right of the
lord to kill game. Thus the life conditions vary. The economic
conjuncture varies. The competition of life varies. The inter-
ests vary with them. The mores all conform, unless they have
been fixed by dogma with mystic sanctions so that they are
ritual obligations, as is, in general, the case now in southeastern
Asia. The rights of the parties, and the right and wrong of
conduct, after the mores have conformed to new life conditions,
are new deductions. The philosophers follow with their systems
by which they try to construe the whole new order of acts and
thoughts with reference to some thought fabric which they put
before the mores, although it was found out after the mores had
established the relations. In the case in which the fixed mores
do not conform to new interests and needs crises arise. Moses,
Zoroaster, Manu, Solon, Lycurgus, and Numa are either myth-
ical or historical culture heroes, who are said to have solved such
crises by new ''laws," and set the society in motion again. The
fiction of the intervention of a god or a hero is necessary to
account for a reconstruction of the mores of the ancestors with-
out crime.

89. Mores of New England. The Puritan code of early New
England has been almost entirely abandoned, so far as its posi-
tive details are concerned, while at the same time some new
restrictions on conduct have been introduced, especially as to
the use of spirituous liquors, so that not all the changes have
been in the way of relaxation. The mores of New England,
however, still show deep traces of the Puritan temper and world